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with a shout of joy the "Freeport Doctrine," as
Douglas's supreme evasion was called. Should
Southerners trust any longer the man who had
evolved from the principle of let-'em-alone to the
principle of double-dealing? However, the South-
erners were far from controlling the situation.
Though the events of 1858 had created discord in
the Democratic party, they had not consolidated
the South. Men like Toombs and Stephens were
still hopeful of keeping the States together in the
old bond of political evasion. The Democratic
machine, damaged though it was, had not yet lost
its hold on the moderate South, and while that
continued to be the case, there was still power
in it.